
Music Major and Minor 
 

The Music Department seeks to encourage the student to cultivate musical skills and talent.  Students 
are given opportunities to understand, appreciate, and utilize a variety of musical forms in several 
different contexts – worship, public performance, and private enjoyment. 
 
The Music Major Program is designed to equip students in music worship ministry areas for the local 
church, to give them experience in performance, to help them gain expertise in their primary instrument 
(voice, guitar or piano), and to provide a foundation for further music study. 
 
Graduates who complete the Music Major will be prepared to: 

¶ Organize and direct music and/or worship ministry in the church. 

¶ Demonstrate proficiency in an area of performance or worship. 

¶ Exhibit competency in the areas of music theory, music history, and conducting. 

¶ Display leadership skills in developing musical talent and skills in the lives of others. 

 

ENTRANCE AUDITION 
 
Students intending to major or minor in music must demonstrate musical potential by successfully 
completing an entrance audition before the music faculty.  Entrance auditions are held during Freshman 
Orientation (or arranged by permission from the music faculty).  During the audition, students must 
perform three pieces that demonstrate their musical ability in their selected primary instrument (voice, 
piano, or guitar).  One piece must be memorized.  Contrasting styles of music are preferred. 
 
NOTE:  Passing the entrance audition simply verifies that the student has potential to be a music major.  
The music student must successfully complete the sophomore jury examination (a score of 100 or higher 
out of a possible 130 points) in order to be confirmed as a music major and complete the program. 
 

APPLIED STUDIES 

 
Music majors may choose one or two tracks 
 

¶ Performance Track – emphasis on one primary instrument (voice or piano); follows a classical 

approach to music study; 30-minute Junior recital, 60-minute Senior recital. 

¶ Worship Track – emphasis on proficiency in three areas (voice, keyboard and guitar); follows a 

practical ministry approach to music study; while studying all three instruments, the student 
should be highly skillful in at least one instrument with potential to develop a second instrument 
to an intermediate level; 30-minute Junior worship recital, 60-minute Senior worship recital. 

 

Music Majors ð 7 credits of applied studies (Performance Track); 6 credits (Worship Track) 

 

¶ Performance Track 
o Students must select a primary applied instrument (voice or piano) and accumulate a 

minimum of 6 credits. 
o It is recommended and generally expected that students will take one credit of applied 

primary instrument every semester until completion of their recital requirements. 
o In addition, students will take one applied credit in a secondary instrument. 

¶ Worship Track 
o Students must select a primary and secondary applied instrument (voice, piano, or 

guitar) as well as taking at least one credit in the third semester, to accumulate a 
minimum of six credits. 

o It is recommended and generally expected that students will take two credits each in 
voice, piano, or guitar and then focus on their primary instrument until completion of 
their recital requirements. 

¶ All Music Majors 
o In addition to the applied credits, the student must participate in one performance group 

(choir, ensembles, Madrigals, or instrumental ensemble) each semester and accumulate a 
minimum of two credit hours. 

o (Exceptions may be made for non-vocal students if no instrumental ensembles are 
available; must have permission of music faculty.) 



Music Minors ð 4 credits of applied studies (Worship Track) 
 

¶ A Music Minor must select a primary instrument (voice, piano, or guitar) and a secondary 

instrument and accumulate four applied credits.  (It is recommended that students study each of 
the three instruments and then focus on their primary instrument until completion of their recital 
requirements.) 

¶ In addition to the applied credits, a Music Minor must participate in a performance group (choir, 

ensembles, Madrigals, or instrumental ensemble) for two semesters and accumulate two credit 
hours. 

 

RECITAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
Music majors in the performance track must complete an individual sixty-minute senior recital.  To 

prepare for this, they are encouraged to also complete a thirty-minute junior recital.  Music minors must 
complete a thirty-minute senior recital.  A student may be advised to take additional applied hours during 
recital preparation.  Music majors in the worship track must complete a sixty-minute musical worship 
event. 
 

JURY EXAMINATIONS 
 
All applied students go through a jury exam process at the end of each semester of study.  A jury exam is 
similar to a final exam, except that the student demonstrates what he/she has learned by performing 
from his/her list of repertoire accumulated over the semester. 
 
A student interested in majoring in music is given four semesters of study to develop his/her instrument 
toward proficiency standards.  At the end of four semesters of study, the student must successfully 
complete the sophomore jury examination in order to continue study as a music major.  (A jury form is 
used with a point system to determine this.  A “progress report” is given by the third semester of study to 
help the student set goals to be successful.) 
 
Performance Track students must demonstrate a high level of proficiency in their primary instrument 

and the potential ability to perform a senior recital. 
 
Worship Track students must demonstrate a high level of proficiency in their primary instrument and 
progress on their secondary instrument with the potential ability to perform a senior worship recital. 



Music Major 
 
Performance Track                      Worship Track 

46 Hours GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS 46 Hours 

34 Hours BIBLE/THEOLOGY MAJOR REQUIREMENTS 34 Hours 

5 Hours PROFESSIONAL STUDIES REQUIREMENTS 5 Hours 

41 Hours MUSIC MAJOR REQUIREMENTS 41 Hours 

 7**  Applied Studies 6***  

 2^  Performance Group 2^^  

 3 CM 201 Introduction to Ministries 2 3  

 2 MU 120 Introduction to Theory 2  

 3 MU 130 Music Theory 1 3  

 1 MU 131 Aural Harmony 1 1  

 3 MU 220 Conducting 3  

 3 MU 230 Music Theory 2 3  

 1 MU 231 Aural Harmony 2 1  

 2 MU 330 Music Theory 3   

 1 MU 331 Aural Harmony 3   

  MU 335 Arranging for Worship Team and Band 3  

 4 MU 340 Music History and Literature    

 3 MU 350 Music in Worship 3  

 2 MU 420 Ministry of Music   

 3 MU 495 Music Internship 3  

  WM 200 Historical Foundations of Worship 3  

  WM 300 Contemporary Issues for Worship 2  

  WM 350 Designing and Leading Worship 3  

4 Hours MUSIC ELECTIVES 4 Hours 

  CE 445 Educational Administration 3  

  CM 330 Church Leadership 3  

  CM 445 Church Administration 3  

 2 MU 225 Music Methods for Children 2  

  MU 420 Ministry of Music  2  

 2 MU 480 Vocal Pedagogy   

 3 WM 200 Historical Foundation of Worship   

 3 WM 300 Contemporary Issues for Worship   

 3 WM 350 Designing and Leading Worship   

      

130 Hours TOTALS 130 Hours 

 
 

*Music Majors may omit all Bible/Theology elective courses. 
 
**6 credits in primary instrument, 1 credit in secondary instrument.  These are minimum requirements. 
In order to perform a 30-minute Junior recital and a 60-minute Senior recital, more credits might be 
needed. 
 
***2 credits each in voice, piano and guitar, for a total of 6 credits. 
 
^Music students must be in a performance group every semester of study.  Suggested groups include 
Choir, Madrigal Singers, and small ensembles. 
 
^^Music students must be in a performance group every semester of study.  Suggested groups include 
Choir, small ensembles, camp teams, worship band. 



 

Model Course Sequence ~ Music Major 
(Performance Track) 

 

This model is one example of the progression of courses for this major in the Bachelor of Science degree. 
Variations may occur due to student needs and interests, times when courses are offered, and other 

factors. 
 
 
 Freshman  

Fall Semester Spring Semester 
BT 100 1 Introduction to Biblical CC 110 3 Speech Fundamentals 
  Interpretation EN 131 3 Composition & Grammar 2 
BT 135 2 Personal Spiritual Formation HI 141 2 Medieval Western Civilization 

EN 130 3 Composition & Grammar 1 LI 141 2 Medieval Western Literature 
HI 140 3 Ancient Western Civilization MU 161, 171 1 Applied Voice or Piano 1B 
LI 140 2 Ancient Western Literature NT 110 3 Life of Christ  
MU 160, 170 1 Applied Voice or Piano 1A    

PY 100 1 College Success    
PY 150 3 Introduction to Psychology    

1 hour of MU 150, 151, or 155 (credit or noncredit) 1 hour of MU 150 or 155 (credit or noncredit) 

Total Hrs. 16/17 Total Hrs. 14/15 
 Sophomore  

Fall Semester Spring Semester 
CM 200 3 Introduction to Ministries 1 CM 201 3 Introduction to Ministries 2 
HI 242 3 Modern World Civilization MU 130 3 Music Theory 1 
LI 242 2 Modern World Literature MU 131 1 Aural Harmony 1 
MU 120 2 Introduction to Music Theory MU 261, 271 1 Applied Voice or Piano 2B 

MU 260, 270 1 Applied Voice or Piano 2A OT 211 3 Old Testament 2 
NT 215 3 Acts SC 200 2 Biological Foundations of 
OT 210 3 Old Testament 1   Nutrition 
   SC 130, 131 4 General Biology & Lab 

      
1 hour of MU 150, 151, or 155 (credit or noncredit) 1 hour of MU 150 or 155 (credit or noncredit) 

Total Hrs. 15/16 Total Hrs. 17/18 

 
Junior 

 

Fall Semester Spring Semester 
MA 200 3 Quantitative Literacy HI 310 2 Restoration History 

MU 230 3 Music Theory 2 MU 330 2 Music Theory 3 
MU 231 1 Aural Harmony 2 MU 331 1 Aural Harmony 3 
MU 360, 370 1 Applied Voice or Piano 3A MU 361, 371 1 Applied Voice or Piano 3B 
OT 312 3 Old Testament 3 MU 420 2 Ministry of Music 

PH 280 3 Worldviews & Ethics MU 495 3 Music Internship 

SO 290 3 Cultural Anthropology NT 225 3 New Testament Epistles 

  (or REL 380 in Spring Semester) 3 Hours of Music Electives 

1 hour of MU 150, 151, or 155 (credit or noncredit) 1 hour of MU 150 or 155 (credit or noncredit) 

Total Hrs. 17/18 Total Hrs. 17/18 

 
Senior 

 

Fall Semester Spring Semester 
BT 310 4 Christian Theology 1 BT 300 2 Basic Apologetics 
MU 220 3 Conducting BT 311 4 Christian Theology 2 

MU 340 4 Music History and Literature CM 480 2 Senior Seminar 
MU 460, 470 1 Applied Voice or Piano 4A MU 225 2 Music Methods for Children 
NT 400 3 Johannine Literature MU 350 3 Music in Worship 
   MU 461, 471 1 Applied Voice or Piano 4B 

   1 hour of MU 150 or 155 (credit or non-credit) 
1 hour of MU 150, 151, or 155 (credit or noncredit) 1 Hour of General Electives 

Total Hrs. 15/16 Total Hrs. 15/16 
 



Model Course Sequence ~ Music Major (Worship Track) 
 
This model is one example of the progression of courses for this major in the Bachelor of Science degree. 
Variations may occur due to student needs and interests, times when courses are offered, and other 
factors. 
 

Fall Semester Spring Semester 
BT 100 1 Introduction to Biblical Interpret. CC 110 3 Speech Fundamentals 

BT 135 2 Personal Spiritual Formation EN 131 3 Composition & Grammar 2 
EN 130 3 Composition & Grammar 1 HI 141 2 Medieval Western Civilization 
HI 140 3 Ancient Western Civilization LI 141 2 Medieval Western Literature 
LI 140 2 Ancient Western Literature MU 161, 171,  1 Applied Voice or Piano or Guitar 1B 

MU 160, 170 1 Applied Voice or Piano or Guitar 1A   or 181   
  or 180   NT 110 3 Life of Christ 
PY 100 1 College Success SC 200 2 Bio. Foundations of Nutrition 
PY 150 3 Introduction to Psychology    

1 hour of MU 150, 151, or 155 (credit or noncredit) 1 hour of MU 150 or 155 (credit or noncredit) 

Total Hrs. 15/16 Total Hrs. 15/16 
  

Sophomore 
 

Fall Semester Spring Semester 
CM 200 3 Introduction to Ministries 1 BT 300 2 Basic Apologetics 

HI 242 3 Modern World Civilization CM 201 3 Introduction to Ministries 2 
LI 242 2 Modern World Literature MU 130 3 Music Theory 1 

MU 120 2 Introduction to Music Theory MU 131 1 Aural Harmony 1 

MU 260, 270 1 Applied Voice or Piano or Guitar 2A MU 261, 271,  1 Applied Voice or Piano or Guitar 2B 

  or 280     or 281   

NT 215  3 Acts NT 225 3 New Testament Epistles 

OT 210 3 Old Testament 1 OT 211 3 Old Testament 2 

1 hour of MU 150, 151, or 155 (credit or noncredit) 1 hour of MU 150 or 155 (credit or noncredit) 

Total Hrs. 17/18 Total Hrs. 16/17 

 

 

Junior 
 

Fall Semester Spring Semester 
MA 200 3 Quantitative Literacy MU 335 3 Arranging for Worship Team/Band 
MU 230 3 Music Theory 2 MU 350 3 Music in Worship 

MU 231 1 Aural Harmony 2 MU 361, 371  1 Applied Voice or Piano or Guitar 3B 
MU 360,  1 Applied Voice or Piano or Guitar 3A   or 381   
  370, or 380   MU 420 2 Ministry of Music 

OT 312 3 Old Testament 3 MU 495 3 Music Internship 

SO 290 3 Cultural Anthropology WM 300 2 Contemporary Issues for Worship 

  (or REL 380 in Spring Semester) WM 350 3 Designing and Leading Worship 

WM 200 3 Historical Foundations of Worship    

1 hour of MU 150, 151, or 155 (credit or noncredit) 1 hour of MU 150 or 155 (credit or noncredit) 

Total Hrs. 17/18 Total Hrs. 18/19 

 

 

Senior 
 

Fall Semester Spring Semester 
BT 310 4 Christian Theology 1 BT 311 4 Christian Theology 2 
MU 220 3 Conducting CM 480 2 Senior Seminar 
NT 400 3 Johannine Literature HI 310 2 Restoration History 

PH 280 3 Worldviews & Ethics SC 210 4 Science by Inquiry 
    

 4 Hours of Music Electives 
1 hour of MU 150, 151, or 155 (credit or non-credit) 1 hour of MU 150 or 155 (credit or non-credit) 

Total Hrs. 13/14 Total Hrs. 12/13 

 


